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Charles G. Finney, a young law student,
was sitting alone in a village law office.
Little did he realize that the course of his
life was about to be changed. God began to
speak to him.

As Finney sat there, the question came to
his mind: Finney, what are you going to do
when you finish your course?
Put out a shingle and practice law, he

responded to himself.
Then what, Finney?
Get rich.
Then what?
Retire?
Then what?
Die!
Then what? It was then that the fearful

words came to him—the judgment.
Finney ran for the woods a half mile

away. He prayed there for hours until he
had peace with God. He realized he had 

selfishly studied law for four years in hopes
of becoming successful, rich, and famous.

He determined to live for God first of all.
He became, not a lawyer, but a preacher,
and he positively influenced thousands of
people over a period of approximately 50
years.

Placing God and His program first will
give you real meaning and direction, even in
relation to the material things in life. Those
things can serve you and help others rather
than becoming your master. If materialism
becomes your master you will be its slave.
You will have no hope at the end of life when
you must leave it all behind. What will your
answer be to the final “then what?”
“For we must all appear before the judg-

ment seat of Christ; that every one may
receive the things done in his body, accord-
ing to that he hath done, whether it be good
or bad” (2 Corinthians 5:10).

Then What? –Roger L. Berry
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The Historical Foundation

The cultural practice for marriage throughout
history has been the union of one man and one
woman joined together in a marriage ceremony.
The procedures and ceremonies vary. The final
result is the establishment of a new home with a
husband, wife, and most often children.

Without doubt, the historical practice had its
origin in the Biblical account of creation in Genesis
1 and 2. “So God created man in his own image, in
the image of God created he him; male and female
created he them. And God blessed them, and God
said unto them, Be fruitful, and multiply, and
replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have domin-
ion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the
air, and over every living thing that moveth upon
the earth” (Genesis 1:27, 28). “Therefore shall a
man leave his father and his mother, and shall
cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one flesh”
(Genesis 2:24).

This is a beautiful picture and in many ways a
mysterious reality. Why? Because the Creator God
does everything that is beautiful and best for His
creation. God is a God of love. Indeed He is genuine
love (1 John 4:7). In the joining of one man and one
woman in marriage, God provided a structured
relationship between the sexes in which love could
be expressed within the sanctity of moral purity
that builds a strong relationship.

When God made woman from Adam’s rib to be
joined to him (Genesis 2:22), He did not make two
women so Adam could have multiple wives.

Neither did God make a man from Adam’s rib 
or another woman from Eve’s rib to be joined
together. That would be unthinkable. God planned
for the joining of man and woman so the human
race would continue to exist.

The Benefit of Traditional Marriage

Statistics prove that children from a tradi-
tional marriage have many advantages over chil-
dren born into situations where the husband and
wife do not live together. One writer made these
observations: “Children raised by single mothers
are five times more likely to live in poverty. They
are almost six times more likely to have behavioral
issues and two and a half times more likely to drop
out of school.”

We know there are exceptions to these facts.
God promises forgiveness and grace to anyone who
seeks Him and is willing to trust Him. Parents who
are single because of divorce or broken homes can
find God’s grace to overcome the failures of the
past. A godly single parent can find people in the
Christian community who can help mentor their
children and provide good male or female role mod-
els for children who have only one parent. When
there are children who are orphaned or lose one of
their parents through accident, sickness, or death,
God can provide, in many ways, for the 
security and teaching that may be missing.

The fact remains that children raised by a
father and mother that train them have many
advantages and more easily adapt to the challenges

The
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of life. Whenever possible, children deserve a moth-
er’s love and tender care as well as a father’s pro-
tection and firm guidance. God planned it that way
for the stability and progress of the human race.
Deviation from His plan, especially because of sin,
can have devastating effects on generations to
come. Generations come on the scene that know
little of the blessing and stability of what God
intended for the human race. Imagine how differ-
ent the world would be if every child had a loving
mother and a caring father. 

The Subversion of Modern Philosophy

In our day, godly values are rapidly declining.
Probably half or more of the children today are
raised in homes with only one parent because of
separation and divorce. Reports vary but it has
been estimated that at least 22 million American
children live in single-parent homes. Approximately
two million live with parents who were never mar-
ried. This means that millions will grow up never
knowing their dad’s or perhaps their mom’s
insights into love. Modern psychology reasons that
this is acceptable though the evidence of the child’s
well-being is proving otherwise.

Many couples live together without the com-
mitment of legal marriage. Their children lack the
security of parents who are serious enough about
the relationship to bind themselves together “till
death do us part.” Which last name will each child
have, Dad’s or Mom’s? This and other issues con-
fuse the child and contribute to social imbalance. 

Parents divorcing each other makes it very 
difficult for their children and complicates their
well-being. Such situations become a seedbed for
developing emotionally insecure children. Trust in
broken loyalties is tested. Sensitive feelings are
permanently damaged. Society says it is acceptable
in denial of the obvious facts. Perhaps you, as a
reader, are one of these victims.

Today we are more and more encountering the
gays whose sexual behavior betrays God’s laws of
moral integrity. As one writer put it, “It is the last
horror of human behavior that brings the judg-
ment of God on humanity.” Consider Sodom and
Gomorrah in the Bible. The moral depravity of
these cities became so great that God needed to
destroy them (Genesis 19). 

Same-sex marriage (if you can call it marriage)
defies nature, the way God created us. It defies all
moral integrity. For children to grow up in the
midst of such a relationship is grossly unfair. The
sanctity of traditional marriage that contributes to
the emotional and social well-being of children is

completely missing. Do not be deceived by today’s
anti-God philosophers who say this is acceptable.
God will not be mocked.

The Rewards of Doing it God’s Way

God’s design is always best. Living in coopera-
tion with the Bible’s moral principles always brings
fulfillment in life. Husband and wife, living for God
and sacrificing for each other, are bound by true
love that supersedes any alternative our sinful soci-
ety promotes.

Jesus Christ, God’s Son, who came to save the
world from sin, performed His first recorded mira-
cle at a wedding (John 2). He still blesses those who
invite Him to be present, not only on their wedding
day, but who also give Him the honor and trust to
meet their needs throughout life. He delights in
turning our feeble efforts into something delightful
and fulfilling. 

People who follow Jesus Christ, obey Him with
their whole hearts, and follow His plan for tradi-
tional marriage will have God’s guidance even
when they face difficulties. They don’t consider
separation or divorce as an option. They use their
mistakes and failures as stepping-stones to learn
from instead of stumbling blocks to hinder their
marriages. They learn to accept and live with the
other’s imperfections. They choose, rather, to focus
on each other’s contributions.

Traditionally-married couples who follow God’s
plan will welcome children into their homes. They
receive each child as a gift from God and as a trust
that God commits to them. To them, children are
not an interference infringing on their personal lib-
erties. Children become assets, contributing to
deeper bonding between their parents.

Traditionally-married couples who receive
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour grow
together, not apart. They work at communicating.
They are transparently honest with each other.
They revel in a Christlike love for each other that
considers no sacrifice too great to make for the
other. This stands in sharp contrast to our society
which promotes selfishness, individuality, multiple
mates, and free sex (there is no such thing).
“Marriage is honourable in all, and the bed unde-
filed: but whoremongers and adulterers God will
judge” (Hebrews 13:4).

Traditional, legal marriages are the backbone
of a stable society. When people ignore and violate
the God-given structure, confusion and trouble will
be the outcome. It is happening all around us. Yet,
we thank God for those who still follow His way.
Will you be one of them?
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Our Sovereign God Cares

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore will not we fear, though the earth
be removed, and though the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea” (Psalm 46:1, 2).

In recent articles we have been studying colos-
sal earth catastrophes such as:

1. Ancient glacial Lake Missoula released
around 550 cubic miles of water across
Washington State to the Pacific Ocean in 48
hours, gouging out the Grand Coulee, Dry
Falls, and the channeled scablands.

2. Several lakes of water above the Grand
Canyon would have released over 3,000 cubic
miles of water when they overtopped the
Kaibab upwarp, cutting down the Grand
Canyon.

3. Worldwide fossil graveyards reveal a global
hydraulic event where water stood 15 cubits
(23 feet) above the highest mountain accord-
ing to one eyewitness—God (Genesis 
7:17-23).

Many other events have taken the lives of mul-
titudes of people throughout history. We live today
taking a lot for granted. This earth we stand on
seems solid, but it can suddenly move out from
under us. The people of Port-au-Prince, Haiti,
experienced this last year. Buildings moved off
their foundations and collapsed, causing the death
of an estimated 200,000 people.

God Moves World Events
With a long-term view of earth history we may

wonder, Is this world safe? But the hand of God
controls what looks like random events to a secu-
lar mind. He overrules natural events to restrain
evil and move men to righteousness. Although
Christians suffer physical calamities with the rest
of society, God does protect them from trials too
heavy to bear. . . . God is faithful, who will not suf-
fer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will
with the temptation also make a way to escape, that
ye may be able to bear it (1 Corinthians 10:13). For
the faithful child of God, the victory is that

whether he lives or dies he is the Lord’s (Romans
14:8).

Social Effects of Physical Events
God moves societies through climate, geologic

events, plagues, and war. Scientists have used
changing weather cycles to keep people unsettled
about an ice age settling in or global warming
ruining the planet. This has been a lucrative
source of income for environmental groups hoping
to “save our earth.” But God controls the earth
according to His will. “Thou, Lord, in the begin-
ning hast laid the foundation of the earth . . . : they
shall perish; but thou remainest; and they all shall
wax old as doth a garment; and as a vesture shalt
thou fold them up” (Hebrews 1:10-12). God will
close down and “change” this earth in His own
good time.

Throughout history, heat or cold, dry or wet, has
influenced the prosperity or decline of cultures.
During a warming trend in the 900s, the Vikings
discovered Greenland. A settlement started and
farming was possible on the southern coasts. By
1260 the weather turned colder and the colony on
Greenland perished. The Western Hemisphere
would wait 232 more years until Columbus redis-
covered it in 1492. Christians would find freedom
to worship there when they were being slaugh-
tered in Europe. In 1306 the Baltic Ocean froze
over in this “mini ice age.”

In England there was famine from 1311 to the
1320s. The plague called “the black death” fol-
lowed in 1343-1361 during which an estimated 24
million people perished—one fourth of the popula-
tion of Europe. 
“The thick cloud . . . is turned round about by his

counsels: that they may do whatsoever he comman-
deth them upon the face of the world in the earth.
He causeth it to come, whether for correction, or for

–Elvin Stauffer
SCIENCE

THE BIBLE ANDTHE BIBLE AND
SCIENCE 



his land, or for mercy” (Job 37:11-13).
God’s goodness or chastening is to bring people

out of sin to the noble life of righteousness He cre-
ated man to live. “Behold therefore the goodness
and severity of God: on them which fell, severity;
but toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in his
goodness: otherwise thou also shall be cut off”
(Romans 11:22). Those who live for God find com-
fort and daily security resting in the providence
and promise of a loving heavenly Father. “For he
hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.
So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper,
and I will not fear what man shall do unto me”
(Hebrews 13:5b, 6).

Cause to Worry
The possibility of injury, suffering, and the sure

approach of death, are real for each one of us.
Natural disasters of flood, fire, storms, and earth-
quakes cause great loss of life, not to mention the
man-made catastrophes of war, terrorism, and
genocide. Plagues of the past have been conquered,
but are now replaced by new diseases. Cancer,
heart diseases, AIDS, and fears of super viruses
that could spread death now exist.

It is good to realize that our next breath or
heartbeat is in God’s hands. While I was getting an
echo heart test, I could see and hear my heart
beating: swish-swoosh, swish-swoosh. It gave a
rather eerie feeling to know that if that stops I am
dead! And it will sometime.

There are enough sources of trouble in life to
cause worry if we think about them. The opposite
wrong response is to laugh them off and indulge in
pleasure until we fail. Some say, “Let us eat and
drink; for tomorrow we shall die” (Isaiah 22:13).
Despite a front put on, for those without Christ
“there remaineth . . . a certain fearful looking for of
judgment” (Hebrews 10:26, 27). In the midst of
disaster or prosperity, we can find good reason for
security.

Cause for Peace of Heart
The kind of genuine security we can have in a

world of natural and man-made trouble is what
Jesus had when He left Galilee for Jerusalem.
There He would face contradiction, condemnation,
and crucifixion. On the way He said to His disci-
ples, “Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto
you: not as the world giveth, give I unto you. Let not
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid“
(John 14:27). True security is only found in accept-
ing Jesus’ sacrificial atonement to cover past sins
and for the power to live in righteousness. We
understand this best by experiencing it (Romans
8:16).

Examples of Providence
We also have examples from the past of God pre-

serving His people. In the global deluge of Noah’s
day, all air-breathing creatures perished. Only
Noah and those in the ark survived (Genesis 7:23).
With the earth in geologic chaos it was a miracle of
re-creation to so soon return the earth to a habit-
able state. God’s love and commitment to man, the
crown of His creation, brought land (just 30%) to
rise above the water again. So it is significant that
Genesis 8:1 says, “And God remembered Noah, and
every living thing . . . and God made a wind to pass
over the earth, and the waters assuaged.” The
earth could have more easily returned to total
chaos of heat or cold like all other places in the
universe.

Habakkuk’s prayer was, “O LORD, revive thy
work in the midst of the years, . . . in wrath remem-
ber mercy” (Habakkuk 3:2). God who notices every
sparrow that falls (Matthew 10:29) also cares for
His children throughout time.

“Papa Leonardo” is a typical story of God’s care.
This story tells about a Christian fisherman couple
and an orphan girl. The setting was A.D. 79 when
Mt. Vesuvius poured out ash and gas on the lewd
culture of Pompeii. The three escaped death by
rowing out to sea. About 1,000 bodies have been
uncovered in Pompeii excavations that began in
earnest in the late 1800s. A luxurious Roman life-
style was revealed along with lewd graffiti on city
walls.

The barren plain of Sodom south of the Dead
Sea still has evidence of sulfur and bitumen. But
when God caused this eruption on the great Syria-
African fault line to rain fire and brimstone down
on Sodom, He “remembered Abraham [his
prayers], and sent Lot out of the midst of the over-
throw” (Genesis 19:29).

Our Choice Makes the Difference
God does make a difference in judgment, chas-

tening, or blessing. “The Lord knoweth how to
deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reserve
the unjust unto the day of judgment to be pun-
ished” (2 Peter 2:9). The stakes are high, but it
does pay to live for Jesus! God moves Heaven and
earth to “reconcile all things unto himself”
(Colossians 1:20) and His right it is (Ezekiel
21:27)!
“Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and

honour and power: for thou hast created all things,
and for thy pleasure they are and were created”
(Revelation 4:11).

Resource: Secrets in Polar Ice by Watt & Hansen
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Is your faith in the invisible being tested right
now? Does it seem silly to believe in things you
have never seen? Things perhaps that no other
person alive has ever seen either?

Take the place called Heaven, for example.
Have you ever seen anything that might be the
place called Heaven? Has your dad seen it? Your
grandpa?

From what we know about Heaven it’s sup-
posed to be somewhere in the skies. It is sup-
posed to be full of light. But men have taken pow-
erful telescopes and peered millions of light years
into the depths of space and they’ve never seen
any sign of such a place. All they see is cold, dark,
empty space occupied by millions of lonely galax-
ies.

What about the blood of Jesus Christ? Since
there are some historical records around to
depend on, it’s not too hard to believe that there
was a man called Jesus who lived approximately
2,000 years ago. The record says He was crucified
by the Romans. This is not hard to believe since
the Romans crucified a lot of people. Perhaps
you’ve heard Christians, even in the twenty-first
century, say they are “saved by the blood of
Jesus.” There is even a song that says “There is
power, power, wonder-working power in the pre-
cious blood of the Lamb.” Can you believe that?

Rationalists, so-called atheists, and other
unbelievers are quick to make a Christian 
believer in the invisible look like a fool. This is
especially true when the Christian announces
belief in Divine Creation, the power of the blood,
or any other “religious” concept. 

But is it really foolish to believe in the invisi-
ble? Maybe it is not so ridiculous when we con-
sider that scientists believed in the existence of
Neptune before they ever saw it. Some scientists
believe in “black holes” in the universe which
they have never seen. Has anyone ever seen the
wind? Every day, people talk about and deal with
the force of gravity and atmospheric pressure. It
is, indeed, common to believe in the invisible. It
is rational.

How do we know that the things just men-
tioned exist? We believe mostly by observing the
effects of their existence. Astronomers believed
in the existence of a planet they had not seen
because of the irregular orbit of Uranus caused
by the gravitational pull of a larger mass. In
other words, though Neptune could not be seen,
the effect of its presence was observed. It is
impossible to see “black holes” since, theoretical-
ly, they have such strong gravitational force that
not even light can escape them. However, certain
X-rays emitted from space seem to point to their
existence. We cannot see the wind but we can see
what the wind does. Gravity inexorably proves its
existence. What goes up must come down.
Atmospheric pressure, though invisible, per-
forms all kinds of jobs such as forcing lemonade
up a straw, to preventing your blood from boiling. 

In all these examples, though the real object
was or is not seen, we plainly see the effects of
their existence. No, we cannot see God. But con-
sider the natural world—its design, its order.
Think of the water cycle, the oxygen/carbon diox-
ide cycle, and the nitrogen cycle. Think of the
precise 23½ degree tilt of the earth in its orbit
around the sun, never too far away, yet never too
close. Contrast the earth’s 326 million cubic-mile
wealth of water with the frozen bit of moisture
capping Mars. Compare the earth’s perfect 
oxygen/nitrogen ratio in its atmosphere to the
corrosive, suffocating gasses on Jupiter. Study
the intricate functions of your ears, eyes, and
voice—everyday evidences of divine design.
Nature overflows with evidence of a Divine
Creator.

What evidence do I have of Jesus, the power of
His blood, salvation, and forgiveness, and
changed lives? I know because of what Jesus has
done for me. All the sin and despair I used to deal
with is gone, replaced by purity and hope. Living
for God has changed what I used to love. The
power of Jesus’ blood has made me able to love
even my enemies. My inner spirit witnesses to me

Feature Article for Youth . . .

How Can You Believe in Invisible Things?
by Kendall M. Miller

(continued on page 9)
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The most powerful people in the world still
find that their positions of authority are condi-
tional. Presidents can be impeached. Dictators
may be tried and executed. Popular generals can
be fired. General Douglas MacArthur of World
War II fame, stepped over the line of insubordina-
tion, and was promptly fired by President
Truman. The same recently happened to General
Stanley McChrystal, who just last year was
advanced to command the war in Afghanistan.
When his published comments came out, critical
of the Obama administration, he received a quick
summons to Washington and an equally speedy
release from his duties. 

Apparently, McChrystal took the chastisement
in humility and straight to his heart.
Unrepentant rebels care about themselves. They
will do as much damage as they possibly can.
Their specialty is not to build, but to destroy.
They excuse their rebellion, bemoan the injustice
of their situation, condemn their superiors, and
try to gain sympathy and support on their way
out. Like devils’ advocates, they despise the
worth of authority over them. To his credit,
McChrystal did nothing of the sort. He showed
honor to his boss (the President), in tendering his
resignation. He didn’t blame anyone else. He 
didn’t claim he was overworked or that his
nerves were frayed. He didn’t claim he’d been
misrepresented or that his words were taken out
of context. He didn’t say, “Everybody makes mis-
takes.” In this he showed more virtue than many
who are called to account in many churches.

Now to move from the top rung to the bottom
where this whole theme has its birth. Reportedly,
studies have shown that children with a literal

fenced-in play area enjoy the maximum freedom
and security—right up to the fence, even next to
a busy highway. A lack of clear boundaries cre-
ates confusion. It stifles both freedom and cre-
ativity, and actually inhibits their range of play
area. The fence stands as a twofold barrier
against harm. It keeps the child from straying
into danger, but it also provides security by serv-
ing as a barrier against harm. He enjoys protec-
tion from vicious dogs or men with evil designs. 

To be sure there is more involved in happy
child play than physical barriers against being
crushed by a truck. More important boundaries
need to be established inwardly. Babies are born
with countless foolish and hurtful traits. The
worst of atrocities carried out by men, and the
darkest deeds of history, bear witness to an
unlimited capacity for evil in man. The toddler
that once played safely inside the fence, may
grow up to be the very one who would, granted
the opportunity, prey on the innocent ones with-
in the fence. It is still true that the child left to
himself [and his own nature], will bring his
mother to shame [not to mention making her the
gazing stock of the local supermarket].

The “under command” principle is the author-
ity vested in the parents to define what the child
may or may not do. This is a call to forcibly inter-
fere with the makings of dishonest, immoral, or
violent behavior. It is a call to no less than taking
parental control, until such a time as the child
knows and accepts the will of the parents. The
child is being trained up and prepared for a
healthy respect of the authority of teachers,
employers, church leaders, and government offi-
cials. God approves this method as the way to

Under Command

The

CHURCH in SOCIETY

–Lester Troyer
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Invisible Things (continued from page 7)

train the next generation. God also orders it.
Parents are themselves “under command” to
God, to take command of the child. To summa-
rize the Biblical principle: “Thou shalt answer to
thy God for the character training of thine own
children.” 

This also exposes the overlooked perversion
that dominates our abortion culture. Today,
many refuse responsibility for the birth and the
training of their children, choosing rather to dis-
pose of them in the garbage dump. Our culture
has taken the heritage of the Lord (that children
are gifts given from God) and turned it into an
issue on a level of whether or not one chooses to
own a puppy. We would be hard-pressed to come
up with a greater insult against the sovereignty
of the God of the universe.

But for the moment, we face the storied world
of today’s teens and adults where “doing as I
please” is the only rule many people know. My
personal contacts and experiences of the years
with the criminal element would produce quite
the lineup of people who escaped being under
command. These would include the bank robber,
the arsonist, the murderers, the sexual offenders,
the thieves, and the much more common group
addicted to drugs and alcohol for whom the court
system is a revolving door. They get caught with
an amazing degree of regularity. In the name of
freedom, many of these are now behind bars.

Whether in prison or out, these self-ruled peo-
ple appear not to find life very fulfilling.
American teens are among the most likely in the
world to get drunk, to do drugs, to be sexually
promiscuous, and to get arrested on felony
charges. But besides this, they are also among
the most likely to attempt suicide. Not being
under command does indeed leave a vacuum.
Those who reject the lineup of legitimate author-
ities such as parents, teachers, officers of the law,
and employers are easy fodder for entertainment
and sports heroes of the day. Elvis Presley and
Michael Jackson can’t shake their tenacious fans
even in death. These deluded souls have nothing
else to keep alive the illusive sense of being con-
nected to greatness.

This really comes down to two options. We all
really do have someone over us. Either we will
respect our ties to legitimate authority over us, or
we will be turned into hero worshipers and idol-
aters, trying to run on the fumes of some unwor-
thy’s greatness. 

As we shall see, being under command is not
an unhappy but necessary option, nor a mere

human invention. It’s not like parents or employ-
ers decided one day that it would make their day
much more pleasant if they could just command
their children, or their employees, what to do. 

God is clearly the author of the chain of com-
mand in the Scriptures. Children are to obey
their parents. Wives are to submit themselves to
their own husbands. Servants and employees are
to obey their masters in all things. All of us are
called to be faithful to the mandates of govern-
ment. This is the tie that binds, the means to
unity, harmony, and peace among people. We cul-
tivate the depth of good character when we “Love
the brotherhood. Fear God. Honour the king”
[this is the culture where God blesses and God
rules].

To the uninitiated, this looks like the end of
freedom. Indeed, it isn’t. This time it is God’s
fence, defining the sphere of freedom and produc-
tivity. It provides the power to fulfill common
goals and objectives. For example, by coupling
the authority of the husband with the submission
of the wife, the children of that union do not face
the conflict of diverging directions. 

Are we suggesting that it is easy to subject our
will to the authority of another? That this is not
the case, is shown by Jesus Christ in the most
trying hour of His earthly ministry. In the
Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus committed His
own will to His heavenly Father and so continued
steadfastly to the cross so that we might be
saved.

In asking our obedience, God is showing us by
example what it means to be like His Son. I
would have you know [Paul, in 1 Corinthians 11:
3], that the head of every man is Christ; and the
head of the woman is the man; and the head of
Christ is God.

of all this. I’m convinced about Jesus because of
the results. If skeptics smirk at me, it changes
nothing. Their own lives testify to the emptiness
and confusion that a man has when he rejects
God, just as a believer’s life testifies to the peace
and contentment a man has when He accepts
God.

Don’t give in to the cynical unbelief in your
heart and in the hearts of those around you.
Focus on the results of the power of the Invisible
One in creation and in the life of the true
believer. The results are unmistakable!
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You have no doubt observed that one of the ways
that people try to make a statement about what they
think or believe is bumper stickers. In more recent
times more and more are trying to make a statement
with license-plate slogans. In one state an atheist
wanted the letters on his license plate to proclaim
that he was an atheist. When the state refused, he
sued to get it. Others make statements with tattoos,
in spite of the fact that polls reveal that a large
majority of tattoo wearers live to regret having it
done. Still others make statements with their body
jewelry, bill caps, T-shirts, and other articles of cloth-
ing.

People say and do almost anything imaginable to
convey their “messages.” Political slogans are
perhaps the oldest and the most common. Advertise-
ments, sports teams, safety slogans, pet peeves, and
occasional obscenities get in our way almost
everywhere we go.

Many people express their philosophy of life and
their commitments in any way they can. Some
proclaim “Do Your Thing,” or worse, for everyone to
see. One sign-making company reportedly had a
blank bumper sticker for the people who aren’t
committed to anything!

Professing Christians, too, have taken advantage
of their bumpers and clothing to testify to their
beliefs. Some phrases such as “Prepare to Meet Thy
God” and “Jesus Saves” are quite appropriate.
Others are questionable at best, such as “Things Go
Better With Jesus” (a “sick” imitation of a Coke
advertisement). A more recent “Christian” bumper
sticker reads, “Be patient with me; God’s not
through with me yet.” It certainly is true that we all
have room to grow, and God is not through with us,
but this slogan comes dangerously close to
suggesting the philosophy that “we all sin every day,”
and one must not expect very much from Christians.
A more obvious display of this philosophy occurs on
signs that read, “Christians aren’t perfect, just
forgiven.” This statement is certainly true, in a
sense, but the message is anything but positive

concerning the perfection we can find in Christ.
People are looking for something that offers a
positive alternative to the bondage of sin.

If you are a Christian and do not happen to be
sporting a bumper sticker or a motto on your cloth-
ing, you need not worry that you are shirking your
Christian duty. There are more and better ways to let
people know where you stand. Indeed, if these are
your only means of witnessing as a Christian, you
aren’t doing very much for the Lord. People who are
watching your life need to see far more than slogans
on your car or clothing. Your actions, your speech,
and your appearance will better portray your
genuineness.

Some people show their beliefs only in a surface
way, bumper-sticker fashion. The question is, Do
they live up to their outward profession?

The Bible speaks about people who have only a
bumper-sticker type of profession—that is, an
outward profession without an inner experience.
“What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say
he hath faith, and have not works? Can faith save
him?” (James 2:14). Mottoes are not necessarily
wrong, but do we live up to what we say we believe?

You might have the most Scriptural bumper
sticker around and make all kinds of verbal pro-
fessions, but that will not save you nor help your
hearers unless your life (your works) match what you
say. The Book of James also says: “Be ye doers of the
word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own selves”
(1:22). Does your doing match your profession?

James illustrates faith with works by describing a
situation in which people are in physical need. The
person who is not willing to share with the needy is
guilty of saying and not doing. The same is true
spiritually.

In the same context we read of faithful Abraham
who was willing to give up his only son for God. He
gave his best. He had faith and works. Abraham
illustrates the crux of the whole matter. God requires
total allegiance, complete surrender, saying, and
doing.

The World Today
–Roger L. Berry

Making a Statement!
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God wants you to be more than just a bumper-
sticker Christian. He wants your life to show His
light in word, in deed, in spirit, and in truth.

If you are not a Christian and have been trying to
make a statement about your current philosophy,
your likes, or your dislikes, consider what are the
truly important things in life. Even if you don’t
declare your philosophy so everyone can see, consid-
er what your life says to the people around you. Do
they see that you have purpose and meaning in life?
Do they see that you have something worth living
for? Consider turning your life over to God who will
give you a new purpose. You do not necessarily need
to state your new beliefs with slogans on your
bumper or on your clothing. If God truly transforms
your life, the change will be deeper than that. Will
that change revolutionize your life and positively
influence the people around you who are searching
for something better?

The Only Way

You have no doubt heard people proclaim that
there are many roads to God. Even followers of
some religious beliefs, such as voodoo, see nothing
inconsistent with mixing their practices with
other religions, including Christianity. But what
does the Bible say about itself? Are there many
ways to God?

THE ONLY WAY . . .

Jesus said: “I am the way, the truth, and the life:
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John
14:6).
“Neither is there salvation in any other [than

Jesus Christ]: for there is none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby we must be
saved” (Acts 4:12).
“There is a way which seemeth right unto a

man, but the end thereof are the ways of death”
(Proverbs 14:12). 

THE ONLY TRUTH . . .

“And the Word [Jesus Christ] was made flesh,
and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of
grace and truth” (John 1:14).
“Jesus answered, Thou sayest that I am a king.

To this end was I born, and for this cause came I
into the world, that I should bear witness unto the
truth” (John 18:37). 
“Buy the truth, and sell it not; also wisdom, and

instruction, and understanding” (Proverbs 23:23).

THE ONLY LIFE . . .

Jesus said: “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that
heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent
me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into
condemnation; but is passed from death unto life”
(John 5:24). 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his

only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting life” (John
3:16).
“I am come that they might have life, and that

they might have it more abundantly” (John 10:10).
“And this is life eternal, that they might know

thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
thou hast sent” (John 17:3).

!

Study
the Bible!

The Bible has the answers for you. Find out what
they are! Find out what Jesus did for you. Find out
what true love is. Find out what true peace is. Enroll
today in the free Bible study course, The First Step, to
learn about God and His love for you.

We also offer other courses dealing with commit-
ment, fasting, discerning God’s will, witnessing, wor-
ship, and other subjects. If you want to study another
course, request our course brochure.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

q Please enroll me in The First Step. (Please do not enroll
if you are less than fourteen years of age.)

q Please send me your course brochure.
q Please send me information about Spanish Bible
courses.

q Please send me information about French Bible
courses.

q Please send me your English catalog.
Name______________________________________
Mailing address______________________________
___________________________________________
City ______________ State ___________ ZIP______
Religion __________________________ Age______
Check two boxes: qMale qFemale qSingle qMarried
If you are presently our student, you must write your
student number here. ________________________
Send enrollment to: Lamp and Light Publishers, 26 Rd. 5577,
Farmington NM 87401. Phone: 505-632-3521 Fax: 505-632-1246




